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REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA
	OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER


ADDRESS OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF SLOVENIJA JANEZ JANŠA ON THE INFORMAL MEETING OF NATO DEFENCE MINISTERS
(Portorož, 29 September 2006)

Mr Secretary General, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Excellencies

It is an honour to address you here in Portorož. It has been a great pleasure to host the first ministerial meeting ever since Slovenia became member of NATO in 2004. 

The security threats of the 21st century have cut into all spheres of life of our countries. They have a significant impact on our economic stability and they trigger military responses beyond the Euro-Atlantic area. Above all, they have profoundly altered our perception of security. 

We welcome the progress made by NATO in strengthening effectiveness and capacity. The Alliance also, whenever possible, strives for synergy, establishes common strategies, creates a clear vision of work to do and co-ordinates its activities with its partners, including non-governmental ones. 

Relations with Russia are very important to NATO. Hosting formal ministerial of the NATO-Russia Council was therefore of special privilege for Slovenia. 

Cooperation between NATO and the EU is vital for stability and security in the Euro-Atlantic area and its neighbourhood. As a member of both, Slovenia is vitally interested in continued quest for enhancing synergy between NATO and the European Union.

Slovenia takes its NATO membership seriously. We have climbed to the top of the list of troop contributors to operations on the per capita basis. The transformation of the Slovenian Armed Forces is running hand in hand with the Alliance's transformation. 

Afghanistan must remain NATO's priority. This is not the time to withdraw. The decision to launch the 4th phase of ISAF and to help equipping Afghan armed forces is demonstrating our common resolve and enduring commitment to a secure, stable and prosperous Afghanistan.

The situation in Kosovo, where the outcome of the status negotiations is awaited, also calls for a continued robust NATO's presence in the foreseeable future. Slovenia will increase considerably its presence at the beginning of the next year.

NATO is doing tremendous work in Iraq by helping to make Iraqi armed forces capable to defend their own country. 

Slovenia believes that the NATO open door policy is the right one. This goes for all of the aspirant countries if and when they fulfil the necessary criteria for the membership. 

As this ministerial is drawing to a close, Summit in November will be the next opportunity to reconfirm the ability of NATO for constant adjustment to the dynamic nature of security environment. I am already looking forward to discussion among allies in Riga. 
Mr Secretary General, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I hope you have felt safe in Slovenia and that your stay was pleasant. I wish it to stay so for the remaining time you will spend here with us this time around. At the same time I want to invite you all to come visit Slovenia again soon, be it in your formal capacity or privately.
Thank you very much! 
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